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meanwhile, the leaders of the crack epidemic were also trying to shape their own response. as
gerald grant, president of the national association for the advancement of colored people (naacp) for

new york, discussed his growing acceptance of crack: "this is not something we looked upon with
abhorrence. in fact, you have to remember that this drug is not going to kill you. it's a drug that is

used by the poorest of our people, young black people, who don't have any other choice. we thought
that this would be an opportunity for us to say that we don't have to frown upon this drug any more.
continued awareness should be maintained of the local drug scene, as well as the potential for hiv
and hcv transmission or other illicit drug-related harms, to keep users and potential users informed
and safe. pamphlets, posters, and public service announcements are now standard elements of the

crack pipe distribution program. ultimately, the most important lessons of the crack epidemic are not
about the drugs or even the pipes but rather what one must do to remain safe while using crack.

crack smoking places users in an extremely vulnerable position. crack users need to be extremely
attentive of their surroundings and to trust no-one. they need to have a very good reputation for

being compliant with the program. there are many people who do not smoke crack who are able to
use the services who are extremely reluctant to become a user. it is very difficult to convince a non-

user that they may be able to get better services than those who smoke crack or to make crack
smokers understand the social constraints that put them at risk of harm.
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in 1993, a year before the surgeon general's "crack vs. cocaine" report, which
was followed by the angry congressional hearings, the number of initiates of
crack (ranging from 940,000 to 1.2 million) was the lowest on record. while
this downward trend continued for the rest of the 1990s, it may have been

fueled by the sweeping federal sentencing legislation at the time, which
permitted only minimal mandatory penalties for drug offenses. in 2001, when
the number of crack initiates hit a peak of 1.3 million, this "crack epidemic"

actually began to reverse itself. a period of intense enforcement and
simultaneous reducing of sentences for drug offenses led to an unprecedented

increase in the rates of arrest for drug possession and other drug-related
offenses. between 2006 and 2009, the number of initiates of crack cocaine
declined by more than 20 percent to 562,000. this decline has continued for
the last few years. although the number of initiates of crack cocaine remains

at the same high level as in 2008 (518,000 in 2012), it has declined to the
lowest level in the last 12 years. this suggests that over the last decade, the

nationwide, urban drug market in the united states has become less
dependent on crack cocaine. the number of recent initiates of cocaine in 2013
was about 12 percent higher than in 2007 to 2009. increases were observed in
all nine major drug type categories, with increases for crack cocaine ranging
from 28.2 percent to 40.4 percent and for powder cocaine ranging from 5.6
percent to 12.7 percent. the increases in crack cocaine initiates were largely
due to increases among males, but among females, there were increases in

initiates of powder cocaine, marijuana, hallucinogens, methamphetamine and
heroin. increases in cocaine initiates were also observed for all nine major
drug use types. crack cocaine initiation rates have fluctuated since 2002,

ranging from a high of 219,000 initiates per year in 2007 to a low of 105,000
initiates per year in 2012. in 2013, the rate of crack cocaine initiation

increased to 55,000 initiates per year. 5ec8ef588b
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